
Overcoming Defeat

Joshua 7:2-6 

& 10-11



Joshua 7:7

Alas, Lord God, why have You brought this people over 
the Jordan at all – to deliver us into the hands of the 

Amorites, to destroy us?  Oh, that we had been 
content and dwelt on the other side of Jordan!

Verses 10
“Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face?



I. Joshua/We Must Stop Questioning 
God's Character.

Verse 7:

…why have You brought this people over the Jordan at all…?

A. When something went wrong, he blamed God.

B. Consider the good things God has already done.

C. Now after one defeat – Joshua blames it on God.

D. Think of all God had done for us.

E. But, like Joshua, we often blame God…



II. Joshua/We Must Stop Focusing on 
This One Defeat

A. Think of all the blessing they had already received.

B.  Think of all the blessings promised for the future.

C. Joshua had become problem-conscious instead of power-
conscious. 

D. In spite of blessings and promises, Joshua focused on one 
defeat.

E. He had to forget his defeat and expect victory for the 
future.



Philippians 3:13-14

Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but

one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and

reaching forward to those things which are ahead,
14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.



III. Joshua/We, Must Stop Worrying 
About Public Opinion.

Verse 9: For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land 
will hear it….

A. God is able to take care of His own reputation.

B. God will lift up His people when they are down.

C. God has brought victory to many defeated ones.

Remember the past

Remember the promises

Repent of any sin

1 Corinthians 15:57-58
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